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Week of December 2, 2024
	State Issues

	Legislature Convenes for the 2025-26 Session


	This week, the Senate and Assembly met to convene the 2025-26 California Legislative Session.  They swore in all new legislators, elected their respective leaders and adopted rules.

 

Assembly Members were sworn-in, including 23 new members, 12 of whom are women.  There is one vacancy as Vince Fong was elected, but he chose to keep his Congressional seat – a special election will be called by Governor Newsom.  As such, the Assembly is operating with 79 Members.  

 

20 Senators were sworn-in, including 12 new Members, 7 of whom are women, and 8 of whom are former Assembly Members. Senator Janet Nguyen has resigned as she was elected to the Orange County Board of Supervisors – a special election will be called by Governor Newsom.  Therefore, the Senate is operating with 39 Members.

 

The Senate and Assembly reelected their current leaders:  Robert Rivas will remain the Assembly Speaker and Mike McGuire will remain the Senate Pro Tem.   Both bodies also adopted their rules of engagement, and reduced the number of bills legislators can introduce in each two-year session.  The new cap will be 35, down from 50 in the Assembly and down from 40 in the Senate.  

They also were able to introduce legislation – for the regular session, as well as the Special Session.  A total of 128 measures were introduced this week.  Highlighted below are some of the bills of interest to the Catholic health ministry.  

 

· AB 29 (Arambula):  Ensures Medi-Cal covers services provided by Community Health Workers and Doulas and makes adjustments related to ACES.

· AB 40 (Bonta):  Clarifies in California state statute that abortion care is an emergency service. (Urgency) 

· AB 45 (Bauer-Kahan):  Protects health care data related to abortion services.

· AB 50 (Bonta):  Limits requirements on pharmacists related to information materials for contraceptive medications. 

· AB 54 (Krell):  Intends to ensure access to medication abortions. 

· AB 55 (Bonta):  Would no longer require alternative birthing centers that provide comprehensive perinatal services to be licensed.  

· SB 6 (Ashby): Would add xylazine to the list of Schedule III drugs.

· SB 18 (Rubio):  Related to food desserts.
(more)

	Legislature Convenes for the 2025-26 Session

(continued)
	· SB 25 (Umberg): Would create the Uniform Antitrust Premerger Notification Act and require new notifications of potential mergers with the Attorney General.

· SB 27 (Umberg):  Makes adjustments to the Care Court process. 

· SB 28 (Umberg):  Makes adjustments to the Drug Court process.

· SB 29 (Laird):  Lifts caps on damages that are collectable by successors.

· SB 32 (Weber):  Intent language to make changes to address maternity ward closures. 

 

Both houses adjourned until January 6, 2025.




For more information, please contact Lori Dangberg at 1215 K Street, Suite 2040 ( Sacramento, CA  95814

916.591.3991 or e-mail: ldangberg@thealliance.net
